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Busy William Mims 
Gets Starring Role 
in Fantastic Drama 


One of MHollywood’s busiest 
young character actors, William 
Mims, makes his starring screen 
debut with Kent Taylor and 
Marie Windsor in “The Day 
Mars Invaded Earth,” 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s fantastic science-fic- 
tion suspense thriller. 

Mims portrays a government 
top brass scientist assigned to 
Cape Canaveral on a_ secret 
Mars-shot experiment and is sec- 
ond in command of the project. 
He also doubles as an invading 
Martian when Mars intelligence 
manifests itself in the body forms 
of earthlings involved in the 
launching of Mars-shots. 

Born in Missouri and raised 
in Los Angeles, Mims studied 
drama at the L.A. City College 
after a tour of duty in the navy. 
Then he set off with three actor 
friends for Syracuse, New York, 
where they opened their own 
summer stock company. They 


Kent Taylor heads the cast as the 
chief scientist in charge of a shot 
to Mars which has dire results in 
“The Day Mars Invaded Earth,” 
a suspenseful thriller in Cinema- 
Scope released by 20th Century- 
Fox. MAT 1A 


closed four weeks later. Bill de- 
cided to try New York. Three 
years later, after working off- 
Broadway, in summer stock and 
live TV, he returned to Holly- 
wood. There he concentrated on 
radio and TV, having his biggest 
success in the part of Editor 
Dameron in the Wyatt Earp se- 
ries. 

Little Theatre led him to 
screen roles in Faulkner’s “Sanc- 
tuary” with Lee Remick and 
Yves Montand; “Wild In the 
Country” with Elvis Presley; 
“The Children’s Hour”; “Battle 
at Bloody Beach”; and “The Ugly 
American” with Marlon Brando. 


‘*‘Lemon Drop Kid” 


Kent Taylor, screen veteran 
and star of “The Day Mars In- 
vaded Earth,” was dubbed “The 
Lemon Drop Kid” by the cast 
and crew of the suspense thriller, 
a 20th Century-Fox Cinema- 
Scope release. 

A chain eater of lemon drop 
candies and a chain giver, Taylor 
would hand out the candies all 
day long. By the time the shoot- 
ing schedule was completed, he 
had the staff and his fellow act- 
ors hooked on the stuff. 


SHE TAKES THINGS AS THEY COME 


Take things as they come for 
the happiest way to live, advises 
Marie Windsor, who stars with 
Kent Tayor and William Mims 
in the provocative suspense sci- 
ence-fiction thriller, “The Day 
Mars Invaded Earth.” 

In the exciting 20th Century- 
Fox CinemaScope release, the at- 
tractive auburn-haired, blue-eyed 
actress plays the part of a woman 
married to a scientist on a secret 
assignment at Cape Canaveral in 
charge of a Mars-shot experi- 
ment. Her portrayal called for a 
woman denied of needs and de- 
sires by the extended absence of 
her occupied husband. 

Born in Marysville, Utah, 
Marie spent a couple of years at 
Brigham Young University be- 
fore going to Hollywood to study 
with the famous Mme. Ouspens- 
kaya. She began getting oc- 


casional bits in pictures, but the 
going was tough. Trying a 
change of luck, she got herself a 
job in a touring vaudeville show 
which folded in Detroit._From 
there she went to New York and 
more small parts on the stage be- 
fore she clicked in radio. 

Then came a MGM contract 
and a great number of pictures. 
Marie’s career blossomed when 
she went free-lance. She signed to 
play the second lead with John 
Garfield in “Force of Evil,” and 
it was the beginning of a new 
phase in her screen life. 

An accomplished gal in many 
fields besides acting, Marie 
makes her own clothes and is an 
outstanding rider and swimmer. 
She does all of her own stunt 
riding and is an expert skeet 
shooter, holding fourteen tro- 
phies in this field. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


An Atlas missile takes off and a robot device is dropped on the surface of Mars. 
The device crosses the Martian desert. Suddenly the sand moves and sucks the device 
out of sight. 

At Cape Canaveral Dr. David Fielding (KENT TAYLOR), in charge of the Mars- 
shot, releases a statement to the press while his assistant Dr. Web Spencer (WIL- 
LIAM MIMS) watches. Fielding then calls his wife, Claire (MARIE WINDSOR), 
daughter Judi (BETTY BEALL) and son Rocky (GREGG SHANK) in Beverly 
Hills. Because his work keeps him so occupied, a coolness has developed between 
David and Claire. He decides to fly home to celebrate the Christmas and New Years 
he missed. As he and Spencer leave the office we swing back to Fielding’s desk and 
discover a living duplicate of Fielding sitting in the chair. 

Fielding arrives in Beverly Hills and is met by Claire who drives him to the 
Wainwright estate where the family is living in the guest house. The huge mansion, 
now up for sale, is empty. 

David and Claire have a slight spat and David goes out for a walk. In the formal 
garden he sees what turns out to be a double of Claire. He doesn’t realize this until 
he gets back to the house when his children and Judi’s boy friend, Frank (LOWELL 
BROWN) return from school. 

After dinner Rocky tells Claire that the door to the big house is open. She goes 
down and locks it and is followed back by footsteps. When she runs into the empty 
pool area, she sees a double of Fielding standing by the pool. Later she discovers 
that Rocky was a double of her son also. 

Now the Fieldings realize that doubles for each member of the family are roaming 
the grounds. 

That night Frank brings Judi home in his car, and Fielding asks him to come over 
in the morning to take his wife and children to a relative’s house. Frank agrees and 
drives off. At a curve in the driveway he sees a duplicate of Judi standing in the 
road. Swerving to miss the double, he is killed. 

The next day Spencer arrives, having been summoned by Fielding who shows him 
around the grounds, telling him what happened. Fielding says that the doubles have 
something to do with the work they are doing in space and says that he is going to 
search the big house since the doubles all seem to have come from there. 

Spencer and Fielding see Claire and the family leave. Fielding goes down to the 
big house. While he is searching the mansion, Claire finds that the front gate won’t 
work and returns to the guest house. 

In the meantime Fielding has explored most of the mansion. Suddenly -he is 
accosted by his double who explains that he is a manifestation of the intelligence 
on Mars. To prevent earthlings from invading Mars, the Martians wish to replace 
those involved in Mars-shots with their own doubles, thus preventing further suc- 
cessful Mars-shots. They also have to replace members of the scientist’s family to 
prevent detection. 

Fielding leaves the mansion in a daze and is met by Spencer and the family. He 
explains what happened, and they decide that since there is no way to combat this 
menace they will run from it. 

While the Fieldings get ready, Spencer goes down to the gate to open it. After 
prying the gates open with a pinch bar, he turns and finds Fielding’s double ap- 
proaching him. He runs the car right through the apparition, but it simply turns 
and follows him. Further up the road, Spencer’s way is blocked by the other doubles. 
He cannot bring himself to run through the others and gets out of the car and runs. 
Fielding’s double corners him at the swimming pool and by concentrating his intel- 
ligence on Spencer reduces him to a figure of ashes at the bottom of the pool. 

We return to the Fieldings who hear a horn blow outside. There is a double of 
Spencer at the wheel. The Fieldings leave with the double and drive out of the gate 
which closes behind them. We then pan up to the swimming pool. There in the 
bottom of the pool are the outlines, in ash, of Spencer and the four Fieldings. While 
we oe the water flows into the pool and begins to wash the ashes back into the 
earth, 


Unusual Picture Captures 
Strangeness of Space Age 


(Advance) 


What may be the most unusual story of the year, “The Day Mars 
Invaded Earth” is a science-fiction, terrifying tale of our space age 
that catches the strangeness of our times, seizes the imagination 


and makes the incredible seem © 


real. 

The startling provocative 
drama, starring Kent Taylor, 
Marie Windsor and William 
Mims, takes you on a fascinating 
CinemaScope adventure that ad- 
vances you through the twilight 
zone barrier and faces you with 
an unseen peril that ends in ter- 
ror. Produced and directed by 
Maury Dexter, the production is 
being released by 20th Century- 


Fox in the .... Theatre start- 
1 (eae 
Written for the screen by 


Harry Spalding, “The Day Mars 
Invaded Earth” proposes the 
theory that in the event of an 
outbreak of interplanetary con- 
flict forces to be employed by the 
invaders could very well be in- 
visible, a manifestation of intel- 
ligence, in the form of energy 
like electricity, a force that can- 
not be weighed or seen, but can 
be manifested in the human body 


and controlled from the source. 

Kent Taylor heads the cast in 
the role of chief scientist of an 
experimental Mars-shot at Cape 
Canaveral. Starring with him is 
attractive Marie Windsor, who 
plays his neglected wife and who 
is also a victim of Martian coun- 
terattack. William Mims, one of 
Hollywood’s busiest young char- 
acter actors, now makes his 
starring screen debut as Taylor’s 
second-in-command at the space 
installation. 

In featured roles are seen 
Betty Beall, who is making her 
film debut, Lowell Brown and 
Gregg Shanks. Richard La Salle 
wrote the compelling musical 
score. 

The picture was shot on the 
beautiful eleven-million-dollar, 
nineteen-acre estate that once be- 
longed to the fabulous Doheny 
family of Los Angeles. 


Kent Taylor in Thrilling Drama 


Every actor has a method, and 
every method an actor, claims 
Kent Taylor, screen veteran and 
star of the timely science-fiction 
dramatic thriller, “The Day Mars 
Invaded Earth,” a 20th Century- 
Fox CinemaScope release. His 
method is first to listen to the 
director and fellow actors and 
then to concentrate. 

The difficulty of his role as 
chief scientist in charge of an 
experimental Mars-shot at Cape 
Canaveral and as one of the in- 
vading Mars people called for 
intense concentration and the 
ability to listen. The unusual 
double roles were a challenge to 
the entire cast, and it was 
through Taylor’s experience, 
steadiness and adherence to his 
principle that they came through 
with effective portrayals. Co- 
starred are Marie Windsor and 
William Mims. 

When his father moved to the 
Coast, Kent came along as his 
father’s apprentice in the tent 
and awning business. Fascinated 
by the sound stages of Hollywood, 
he wandered into the Paramount 
casting office and filled out a slip. 
He was immediately hired for an 
extra role. But it was months 
later before he was given a test. 


CAST 


Dr. David Fielding... Kent Taylor 
Claire Fielding.....Marie Windsor 
Dr. Web Spencer.....William Mims 
Judi Fielding.................... Betty Beall 
ARAN Kote ee Lowell Brown 


Rocky Fieldine............ Gregg Shank 


CREDITS 


Produced and Directed by 
Maury Dexter 


Written by............Harry Spalding 


Music Composed and Conducted 
DY 2. eee Richard LaSalle 


Director of Photography 
John Nickolaus, Jr. 


Supervising Film Editor 
Jodie Copelan, A.C.E. 


Production Supervisor 
Harold E. Knox 


Assistant Director 
Clarence Eurist 


Script Supervisor.....Dixie McCoy 


Property Master 
Jockey Liebgold 


Set Decorations.............. Harry Reif 
Wardrobe .................. John Intlekofer 
Makeup 2 es Harry Ross 
MORIN Pcs cel Carl Faulkner 


Harry M. Leonard 
Supervising Sound Editor 
Jack Cornall 
Sound Facilities by 
Continental Sewnd Corp. 


He was signed to a seven-year 
contract and appeared in leading 
roles in “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cab- 
bage Patch,” “Death Takes a 
Holiday,” “Cradle Song,” “White 
Woman” opposite Carole Lom- 
bard and Charles Laughton, 
“Blonde Venus” with Marlene 
Dietrich and “She Done Him 
Wrong” with Mae West. 

Like many other performers, 
Taylor then went back into the 
theatre. He then went into TV 
and starred in “Boston Blackie.” 


starring 


Betty Beall makes her film debut and William Mims gets his first 
screen starring role in “The Day Mars Invaded Earth,” a thrilling 
science-fiction drama filmed in CinemaScope and released by 20th 
Century-Fox. MAT 2B 


Young Twin Beauty in Film Debut 


Introduced in “The Day Mars 
Invaded Earth,” the year’s most 
unusual science-fiction story, a 
20th Century-Fox CinemaScope 
release, is an unusual star-to-be 
personality, a young brunet mod- 
el who was discovered in a photo- 
graphic layout of Show Business 
Illustrated. Her name is Betty 
Beall. 

It was also being a twin that 
brought her to the attention of 
producer-director Maury Dexter. 
The principal parts in the sus- 


pense thriller call for dual roles, 
and seeing double was an impor- 
tant factor in making the story 
that much more credible. So 
Betty and her twin sister, Bar- 
bara, were engaged. Betty was 
assigned to play the daughter 
of a prominent scientist engaged 
in a secret Mars-shot experiment, 
and Barbara to play the invading 
Martian counterpart. 

In “The Day Mars Invaded 
Earth” Betty appears with stars 
Kent Taylor, Mayie Windsor and 
William Mims. 
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BRINGS 
PLANETARY 
RETALIATION 
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An Associated Producers Ine Production - Released by 20th Century-Fox 
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